„ 


58 


R IP £8 
SB hr #5 's * 5 LZ 


A SERIOUS DISCO 


” 


|S nDREW 4 Zeglow Scotch Pre: 

As TO#cHING.. © RO 
Some Proflices in the Church of ENGLAND. 

f Londin, Printed for N. Needham, 166%. © 


Y F . x” . 4 * > 2 


* 


2 


7 5 + W — + te 
4 CR ————— 


* was” 2 — — — * — — 
— — 93 


A Serious Diſcourſe between GEORGE, 

4 De vont Engliſh PROorEs TA; and 

ANDREW, a Zealous Scotch Paxs- 

. _ BYTERIAN; Touching ſome Practices 
in ibe Church of England. 


Andrew, © — > Oning lately out of Scat and to ſee 3 
lender well ſatisfyed of the reaſon of ſome 
Ries and Ceremonies uſed in the 'Ehurch of 

ee. ; eſpecially to ſee Men, when they 


enter into the Church make à low reverence 
ä — towards the. Alta. 1 

7-4 '* 1 1. George. Sir, I do not much wonder 
that you are not well informed concerning that Ceremony; but T 
wo 


cc 2 


R \ 4 . 


Y3 


er rather, that one of your Perſwaſion ſhould deſire (as you ſeem) 
to be informed in any thing that likes not his humour, 
Andrew. Sir, I am not ſo rigid, but that in all things touchin 
my Duty towards God; I deſire to be informed; and from my etrofs 
to be converted; and when I am converted, to do (as Chrift-bid  * 
Peter to do) that is; to ſtrengthen my Brethren. . neren 
George, To inform you rightly then in this point, Firſt; x mnuſt 
be ſuppoſed , that ſome place ought: neceſſarily to be ſer apart forthe 
publick. Worſhip of God, arid for Holy. Duties; Which. is ſuch à truch, 
and ſo confonatit to reafos, n People in hu a 
e | 


— A IAZS hates as EPR RAR: - 


= 
. 29 
Old and New Teſtament, that none but crazy brains will gainſay. 
2 ow. This 1 ſhall. not deny, though ſome of my weak Bre- 
-* thren do. N | 8 | 8 
George. Secondly , it will then follow, that all Chriſtians who 
deſire to walk in the ways of God, and in the ſteps of the Godly , are 
oblieged to come unto {ſuch places ſet apart for God and Holy Duties; 
there to offer up Prayers and Praiſes to God, and ſolemnly and duly 
to Worſhip and Adore him; for to this very end are the Houſes of God 
ſer apart from all common uſes , that Gods People may there aſſemble 
themſelves ro Worlhip him together, and may by their joint Prayers 
Beſiege Gods Throne, as with an Army, and take Heaven by force. 
Andrew. To this I ſhall eaſily agree, and I think none but the 
< weakeſt of all my Brethren will deny the ſame. | 
George. Thirdly , it muſt be granted, that ſuch Religious Publick 
Worſhip to be by all duly performed in Gods Houſe, ought not to 
be performed lamely and by halves, as by the Soul only, without the 
Body, or the Body only, without the Soul; but it muſt be per- 
fect and intire, as far as Mortals can attain to; it muſt be a Service 
made up of both Soul and Body; the whole Min muſt be ingaged 
diligently therein : Firſt, the Soul is oblieged, that this Worſhip be 
internal, hearty and unfeigned; then the Body is ingaged that it be a 
vilible Worlhip exemplary to others, but very humble and lowly , 
expreſſing the inward reverence of the Soul, and augmenting and per- 
fecting the ſame. 5 Si 
Andrew, No man I believe will gainſay ſuch a friendly and ne- 
< ceſſary compliance of the Soul and Body in performing Holy Duties, 
«if they once conſider that God, the Creatour of all things, did frame 
Tour Souls and Bodies for the Service of His Majeſty , and for the 
Honour and Glory of his Name; and if they expect or hope that 
„God ſhall at the laſt Day, glorify their Bodies as well as their Souls: 


o 


And for my part I ſhall not cavil at the manner of expreſſing our reve- 


«rence to God, by uncovering our heads at the entrance into the 
Church, and by bowing the Body; for I know well that bowing 


- © is conſonant to the. Practice of all Gods Saints, both under the Law, 


© and under the Goſpel even down to our times: But that which trou- 

« bles me, and which me-thinks ſmells of Idolatry , or at leaft Judaiſm 

Sor Popery , is the bowing and making reyerence toward the Altar. 
George, Indeed Andrew I was once almoſt of your mind, 1 


e 
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[a] 8 
I had 3 conſidered, firſt, that ſueh Adoration being a bod, 
act, muſt of neceſſity be done towards ſome part of the Qhurch, 

either towards the upper end or towards the lower end, towari N 
ſides, or roof, or pavement of the Chureb, Secondly; that if every 
man ſhould be at to bow which way — or accident guided 
him, this would be a manifeſt violation of that Apoſtolical Precept, 
[ Let all: thingi be done dicemtly end in order „ 1 Gar, 14. 40, Hand 
that it: would be moſt unbecoming a Chriſtian Aſſembly , over Whielr 
the God of Order and Unity doth preſide , and on which an orderly 
Army of Angels continually do wait. Thirdly, that all the Holy 
Fathers of the Primitive Church (to whom God gave in a more plen- 
tiful manner, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Piety./) did wich all the 
People committed to their charge, exhibit this bodily Worlbip of God: 
towards one. and the ſame place, and that was towards the Egſt, 
and towards the Altar, which was alwaies placed in the Eaſt End of all 


Churches. | 


Andrew. © But why towards the Altar, rather than towards any 
& other thing or place of the Chur •7«v 
George. Firſt, it is enough to any man that loves not; to be con- 
tentious , that all our Anceſtors thought fit ſo to do, though we ſhonld 
not now know their reaſons for the ſame. Px eb1igs ibe | | 
. Secondly, we know they had amongſt. other reaſons this one, 
| That the Altar, whereon Chriſts Body and Blood is ſoleninly Con- 
ſecrated , and at which, we eat the Bread of Life and drink the Cup of 
eternal Salvation; and the Sacxifices of Prayer and Praiſes. were wont 
to be offered, was to be eſteemed the beſt, he pring and moſt-Holy: 
part of all the Church Goods; which is aſſerted by all the ancient 
Fathers, and for this reaſon the Altar was-uſed to begyarded with Rails, 
and to be placed in the higheſt part of the Church whexeas the Baptiſte- 
rium Or — was wont to be placed at firſt without the Church in the 
Church-yard : and afterwards within the Church, but towards. the 
lower end and near the Entrance. ” 


A.. * But this Worſhiping towards the Altar "ſeems in ſome: 


c ſort a Worſhiping the Altar, and fo will be a kind of Idolatry. 5 
Scorge. I remember that the Primitive Chriſtians were accuſed for: 
Worſhiping the Sun, becauſe they were wont to Worſhip God, with.their: 
faces towards the Eaſt , and thoſe amongſt you that in their Prayers liſt 
their Eyes towards Heaven or the Root of i 
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much reaſon be faid to: Worſhip the Sky or the Roof of the Church; 


and thoſe that entring into the Church bare-headed, may be accuſed for 
Worlhiping the Walls; and thoſe that in time of Publick Prayer 
ſtand Praying in their Seats with their hats before their Faces, may 
be ſaid to Worthip their Hats, although the only true God is Wor- 
ſhip'd all the while, and nothing elſe, * 5 | 
Andrew. © But when this bowing toward the Altar is not command- 
© ed us, nor once mentioned in all your Church Service, or in the Rubrick; 
* why ſhould we do it, and make our ſelves guilty of Will-Wor- 


« ſhip ? 


George, It is true, that neither bowing towards the Altar, nor 


ſtanding np at Glory be to the Father, & c. nor to be bare-headetlall 
the timewe are within the Church, nor many other things, are commanded 


us by any mk Order of the Church, which.yet are lawfully lauda- 
ble and Piouſly performed by us, only by virtue of Catholique or 
Univerſal Cuſtom , which is to be regarded alwaies as an implicit 


command of the Church, by all that will own themſelves Sons of 
the Church: And therefore our Church thought it ſuperfluous to com- 


mand ſuck things, as (being ſo uſual and well known ) none but meer 


cavillers would ever fcruple to do. 


Andrew. Truly George you have given me better ſatisfaction 
© herein than ever J had before, and I much wonder that your Paſtors 
ein England, do not take ſome pains to inſtruct rightly their People 
in this and ſome other points; if they did fo do, then certainly there 
would not be fo many Non-Conformiſts, nor ſuch diverſity and 
4 confufion in moſt Churches of Exgland. But before we part, let me 
< intreat you to fatisfie me, if you can, in one thing more, which hath given 
“much offence to me and my Brethren both in Scet land and England ; 
< and that is the word Altar, which you uſe for the Communion- Table, 
«.s it it were intended to introduce the Few Sacrifice, or at leaſt the 
Popiſn Tranſubſtantiation. 88 | 

George, Good Andrew , you muſt know that all the ancient Fathers 
both of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Chriſtian Church, have ever very fre- 

uently ſo called the Communion- Table; fo the Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
:. Pan!) ſaith exprefly, Heb. t 3. 10. We have an Altar. Now why 
may not we, nay, why ought not we to imitate herein (as in other 
things ) the ſaid Apoſt > the Gentiles, and all the Holy Fathers of 
the Primitive Church , who lived after Judaiſm was — 
efore 


+ hear him mentioned ? 


before the Popiſh Tranfubſtantiation was ence dreamt of, eſpecially ſo 
long as we uſe the word Altar in that Catliolique and Univerſal ſenſe, 
which they ever uſed' the ſame ? Let none then ſlander us for our 
way of Worſhip, but let all Men know, that we Worſhip not the Altar, 
— = only true God in a Regular, Uniform, Orderly way towards 
Altar. : 5 | 
Andrew. © But good George, there is yet another bowing in the 
*.Church of England wherein I am not well ſatisfied, and have been 
«told. by ſome that it is little leſs than Idolatry, and that is Bowing at 
the Name of Jeſs. , a 5 
George. God forbid A ndrem, that any Chriſtian ſhould count it 


* 


chieflyl add r to Worthip him publickly, and to teſtify our 


te glory in their lojalty aud obedience towards their ng above other - 
Na Ln the eben, ef as y make mention of their King, 


3 lade ; 


Andrew. © Certainly very much there. is; and yet, I have read 
* of an Ambaſſadour , or Nuntio from, Pope Paul the fifth, to: the 
* State of Venice, who was obſcryed at his Audience to make no diffe- 
< rence between God and his Maſter in: the; 1 of them, adding 
eto each of them, Noſtro Signore; only at the mention of his Maſter 


2 the Pope he always uncevered his head, but never at the mention of 

George. Moreover, as there is no other name under Heaven whereby 
ob ma rhe Goo by ie org o, Jelus, As +10, So the =. 
Apoſtle to the Philprane faith expreſly, That a that name, cvery knee - 
fronld bow, bh of things i Herve: th —＋ 


logs on Earth, and things unden 
S 2 ns 


[5] 

the Earth, that is, according to the beſt Expoſitors, That Angels, Men 
and Devils ſhall reverence that Holy Name. Now, if any Man will 
be yet farther contentious , and perhłps cavil at the Expoſition of this 
Scripture , Let ſuch a one know (as the ſame Apoſtle ſaid in the like 
caſe, 1 Cor. 11. 16.) That we have no ſuch Cuſtom to do other- 
wiſe, nor the Churches of God. Let him know, That to bow, or 
to be uncovered, or to expreſs ſome other outward. reverence at the 
Name of Jeſus , is a Catholique, or Univerſal Cuſtom amongſt Chri- 
ſtians, which ought to ſerve for a Law to all us of the Church of Eng- 
land, if there were no Cannon to injoyn the ſame; and they deſerve 
not the name of Chriſtians, who are ſo perverſe and opinionated, as to 
refuſe to comply with other Chriſtians in ſuch general laudable Cuſtoms, 
unleſs by expreſs Law commanded; © EEE oa = 
Andrew, ] thank you for your pains and patience , but there is 
c one thing more, which now comes in my mind, uſed by divers learned 
Divines in the Engliſh Church, wherein I, and many others are fo 
much unſatisfyed, that we are ſomewhat ſcandalized thereat; and 
< that is to hear ſome Men in the Pulpit, inſtead of a Prayer before 
<- Sermon , to make only a kind of Exhortation to the People, to 
< pray for ſuch things as other men amongft us do actually pray for. 


* 


George. For that you muſt know Andrem, that in the Churches 
of England the Desk being intended for Prayer, the Pulpit was in- 
tended only for Exhortations or Preaching (as it is now very abuſively 
called) and never dor Prayer; and that this liberty taken by nany 
private perſons, ro Went their private.conceptians in Prayer betore Ser- 
mon, and to make ang uſe them as oe wand „ Is a meęr inno- 


vation, introduced firſt into the Er gliſb Church by the Puritan Faction 
long after the Reformation eſtabliſht , and to this day hath a: little 
Authority as Reaſon for the ſame; nay, there is expreſs Authoritx 
againſt it, for by the Act of Unitormity, primo El. it is uf on 
ievous Penalty prohibited that in any Church any other open Prayer 
lides the Liturgy then eſtabliſnt ſhould be uſed by any Miniſter what- 
ſoever. „ : 
Andrew. © But George, what means then your 55th Cannon ſet 
ce forth 1603. which ſeems to give leave to Preachers to pray their own 
* conceptions before Sermon? 5 | 
George. Indeed [Azdrew it hath ſo ſeemed to ſome; and it were 
to be wiſht ; that that Cannon by other words and other Title might 
| | ; | e beiter 
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better declare rhe:intention'of the Makers thereof, who certainly did 
never intend, by that Canon, to croſs and baffle either the forementioned =* * 
Act for Uniformity , or the ancient Canons, which expreſſy forbad 
that any othar Prayers ſhould be uſed in Publick, but thoſe that hane 
been approved of by a Synod, Ne force aliquid contra Fidem, aut per 
i gnorantiam, ant per minus Studium fit Competum; © Leaſt any thing | 
enher. 'through . ignorance or negligence, ſhould be dens againſt the 
Palth-, nor yet ſo notoriouſly and unteaſenably to affront our Lyrurgy, - - 
and the Compilers thereof, as if it were not a complete Form of it 
Self, or ſo good as every ſingle Man can form: But it is manifeſt by tlie 
like former Injunctions of EDwa R D the ſixth, and HR NAT the 
eighth,” and the conſtant Practice of all the chief Engliſp Clergy , 
before and ſince the Publication of this Canon, that no ſuch thing 

by that Canon was ever intended, but only to declare unto the Peo- 
ple the matter of Prayer, and to inform them how ang for what they 
ought chiefly to Pray, according to Chriſts Example N when he made; 
the Mount his Pulpit, Math. 6. 9.) who taught his Auditors how they 
ſhould Pray; but did not then Pray nor begin his Sermon with a Prayer; 
nor do we ever find that any ſuch cuſtom was ever uſed by te Apoſtles or 
Apoſtolical men, much leſs by every fingle Presbyter or raw Preacher, 
for how then ſhould the Church obtain thoſe ends for which Publick 
Lyturgyes were at fiſt, with ſo much wiſdom and conſideration; Coni- 
poſed, and after with ſo much; ſtriftne&-enjoyned ? And indeed how * 
ridiculous muſt it ſeem to any one that will but conſider, that when a ſo—- 
lemn Petition is with concurrent advice and mature deliberation of "3 
a whole Nation, or of any conſiderable number of People ,' drawn up: © © 
and Preſented to their King by one deputed from amongſt them; that x - 
he, after he hath read the ſaid Petition before the King, preſently; © 
| preſume in other words, of his own conceiving, make the Game Petitipm7 + * 

to the — again, or at leaſt to the ſame effett-¶ for no Miniſter if he: 
Pray ſoberly and judiciouſly,, will: be found upon due Examination; 
to add any thing in his particular form, which is not for the main and 
in the general compriſed in our L :) And although many Ortho- 
dox men, not intending any evil y, nor foreſeeing the dangerous 
events thereof, have in latter times taken vp this faſbion, yet theares 
greatly to be blamed and much to anſwer for their Non-confur mii: 
herein, for chere cannot be the leaſt reaſon that ſuch a. faſhion ſhould be 
introduced or retained in a a has there is eee, an 
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1 [5] 
ſtored with Divine and Heavenly Collet ts fined fur all occafioneneref../ 
ſary, unleſs it be to pleaſe and tickle the ĩtching Bars of fome People 
by novelty. and variety of conceptions, or to exerciſe and gratify the 
luxuriant and wanton fancies and licemtĩous tongues of ſome Mini 
who aim more at oſtentation and applauſe than edification', and take 
gre it delight in the vanity of reputation with the vulgar, that they are 
able to perform that work ſo dexterouſly and fluently, the fad event: 
whereof hath been, that our moſt excellem Lywrgy (Compiled by 
Godly wiſe men, confirmed by ſeveml Parliaments, approved by the: 
moſt learned of all the Reformed. Churches, and made uſe of con- 
ſtantly by the moſt Seraphick Souls, whoſe converſation is in Heaven 
and there lives unreproveable in all things). hath. been. by this. novel 
uſage brought into ſuctr diſgrace and — as latein to be quer 
juſt led out, and ſince its Reſtauration to be fo little eſteemed; that unleſs. 
men are before hand aſſured of a Sermon and Pulpit Prayers, very few 
will vouchſafe to come to Church. „„ 415 SAO 
Andrew, Verily George, J bon haſt almoſt ( as King Agrippa ſaid 
©to Paal) perſwadod me to be come a Proteſtast. r 
George. In good faith Andrew, ['wmidro God (as: Paul anſwered. 
Agrippa) not only thou but all thy Breihres mere not only almeſt, 
but altogether as 1 am. | LEY | 
eAztrew, I believe I could eaſily indure the Engi Lyturgy ;. 
but to hear alwaies the ſame thing is redious, and me-thinks.} am 
? more affected with thoſe you call Pulpin-conceptions,. .* 
George. That is your own fault Audrew, The Jrws you know were 
weary with Manna, and yet for the excellency thereof, the P/ulwmi/d: 
calls it Angels Food, you ſhould therefore ſadly confider that ſucts 
wantonne(s, ſuch carnality, ſack corruption ought to he mortified within: 
vou, and not cheriſhed and allowed: Tou ſhould conſider that you are 
not to go to Church as. to a Comedy, to pleaſe fleſh and blood, to 
pleaſe your ſelves but to pleaſe God, ts Worthip: him and not to 
Wo your own imagimations; and ſhould manifeſt a 
your ſubmiſſion to Authority, your ſelf.denyat , your humility and 
the reſignation of your own Judgement, \which are Datics of 8 1 
account in the Goſpel, and Sacrifiees wherewith God is better p 
than with any novelty or elegancy of expreffions wiurſo ever.. 
Andrew. Well George, touching the way of. Worſhip uſed in 
England, IL have now no more to object , but tomchinag the Diſciphine, 
I < eſpecially 


« efperially. in the matves. of Eacommunication, 1-think'F may! ſay © 
44 e &. Paul in aber caſe) Nn & dmg, 


: 1. Not for faſt «Andrew ,, Condemn not before a, helking ; 
Andrew, I am informed that Excommunication ,, which ought to 
ce he eſteemed by. every good Chriſtian a 2 high and grievous Pu- 
4 niſhment, and ought to: be inſfictad bm. only for grievous and high, 
« Crimes, is ordinary denoanced for light and trivial offences in 
S | e 
5 — Yeu. myſt underſtand (to imform you in a word ) that the; 
puniſhments inflicted by the. Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Court: of England, 
acrording to the Eccleſiaſtical, Laws, proceed: in this manner following. 
Firſt, The party deltnquentis aj.k nexr goes forth Aft E = 
commuitut ie, the delinquent i excluded from the Churels, - 


99 sof the-Conrt, which — — matters 


may be the greater crime; for Res ram u, qun fauilior q U,. te 


land be blamed. for excommunicating any. on that dares eotemn its: 


Conrempr into à grievous Rebelion': And I. 
may add,beggyſe in Contempts ĩt is not ſo much the violation of the Law, 


as of the Adlthority , ner is the. Decree undervalued. ſo much, as the 


of England is the contempt thereof that not only for Felonies (as was: 
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1 Fro] 
himfelfto a Tryal at Law, a Proceſs of Out-lawry is Yranted againſt him!” 
and he being once Out-lawed, he is out: of. the'proteQion of che Law 7 
(oper ger Lupinum ; ſaith Bratton ,' he was lookt upon as a Wolf. 
Lawfully to be killed by any man that ſhould meet him, as moſt juſt, 


that he who contemned the Law, and herein the King, ſhould not have 


— * 


any benefit by the Law, nor protection from the King. And if there 
a 


ny abuſe in Excommunications and Out-lawrties ( as perhaps ther is 
0 the fault is not in the'Government but ER 57 45 Ry wer 
As for Excommunication, it may be ſaid to be the greateſt ju dgement 
on earth ( how lightly ſoever men no eſteem thereof being that which 
is Ratified in Heaven (if we can believe our Saviour, Math. 16. 1 9.) 
And is as a precurſory Judgement of Chriſt in the end- of the World: 
It is a Judegment of the nature of Gods Judgement, takes hold of the 
leaſt Sin of the impenitent, of the leaſt Sin committed with: conrumacy, 
and puniſheth him for it ſcverely, as God did Adam but for taſting of an 
wn by or ſuen like fruit; and the man who gathered but a fee Sticks on 
the Sabbath day to make him a Fire, Num. '1;5, and. yet paſſe h by 
ſometimes the greateit vin of the Penitent, the greateſt din committecdl 
by inſirmity, as God alſo did Pavid when he committed” (2 S. 12. ) 
thoſe ſoul Sins of Murder and Adultery, Yo I ;.* 


